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Bonobo Apes

Classification: 

Kingdom: A n i m a l i a 

Phylum: C h o r da ta 

Class: M a m m a l i a 

Order: P r i m a te rs

Family: H o m i n i d ae

Genus: Pan

Species: Pan Pan i s us

Aim: T o  ana l y z e t he s i m i l a r i t i es be t w ee n h u m a n  an d  t he B o n o b o  spec i es.
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Introduction: 

T h e  B o n o b o  apes are a pa n spec ies f o u n d  i n  t he C o n g o  re g i o n  i n  ce n t r a l  

A f r i c a t he y  i n ha b i t  t he area ar o u n d  t he C o n g o  R i v e r  an d t he K a sa i  R i v e r  a  

t r i b u t a r y  o f  t he C o n g o  R i v e r, i n  t he D e m o c r a t i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  t he C o n g o. 

T h e  B o n o b o  a re a p o p u l a t i o n  o f  c h i m pa n zee so me t i m es k n e w  as t he  

P y g m y  C h i m p a n zee, t hese ha v e a s i g n i f i c a n t  l i k e ness t o t he h u m a n  spec ies. T h e  

B o n o b o  spec i es ha ve t he ab i l i t y  t o c o m m u n i c a t e w i t h  eac h o t he r, w a l k  u p r i g h t  

f o r  l o n g  pe r i o ds o f  t i m e  an d t o use an d m a k e t o o l s. 

T h e  B o n o b o ’s w e r e d i s c o ve re d  b y  a G e r m a n  ana t o m i s t E r ns t S c h w a r z  i n  

1 928.

Characteristics: 
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T h e  B o n o b o ’s a re k n o w n  b y  t he i r  l o n g  l e gs, p i n k  l i p s, da r k  f a ces an d t he i r  

ta i l  t u f t  t h r o u g h o u t  ad u l t h o o d. T h e y  a ls o ha ve s ma l l e r  hea ds t o c o m m o n  

c h i m ps, w i d e  n os t r i l s, na r r o w  sh o u l de rs an d  a t h i n  nec k. T h e  f e m a l es are  

s ma l l e r  t ha n t he m a l e b u t  te n d  t o ha v e a l a r ge r  d o m i n a n ce i n  soc i e t y, d ue t o  

t he i r  g r o u p i n g. A  m a l e c o u l d  o v e r p o w e r  a s i n g l e f e ma l e b u t  c o u l d  n o t  ta ke o n  a  

g r o u p  o f  f e m a l es. T h e  sta t uses o f  t he m a l e B o n o b o  de pe n d  o n  t he sta t us o f  i t s  

m o t he r. 

Similarities to human:

S t u d i es o f  t he B o n o b o ’s D N A  sho w s t ha t i t  i s i n f e c t 98 %  i de n t i c a l  t o t ha t  

o f  m a n.

T h e  B o n o b o ’s ha ve t he ab i l i t y  o f  se l f  r ec o g n i t i o n  an d se l f  a w a r e ness s i m i l a r  t o  

t ha t o f  h u m a ns.

Tool making and utilization:

T h e  B o n o b o ’s ha ve de v e l o pe d t he ab i l i t y  t o m a k e an d use t o o l s j us t l i k e o u r  

ea r l y  h o m i n i d  ances t o rs. F o r  e xa m p l e an e x pe r i m e n t  ca r r i e r  o u t  o n  a 1 2  y ea r o l d  

m a l e B o n o b o  ca l l e d K a n z i. T h e  e x pe r i m e n t  ca r r i e d  o u t  o v e r  2 y ea rs re v i l e d  t ha t  

K a n z i  c o u l d  m a k e t o o l s b y  st r i k i n g  t w o  r o c k s o f f  eac h o t he r  t o f o r m  f r a g m e n ts;  

t he f r a g m e n ts ha ve sha r p  f l a t  ed ges t ha t ca n be used as c u t t i n g  i ns t r u m e n ts. 

T h ese f r a g m e n ts t ha t K a n z i  m a k es are t he e xa c t sa me as t h ose use d b y  o u r  

i nse r te rs 2 an d a ha l f  m i l l i o n  y ea rs ag o. K a n z i  ca n t he n use t hese t o o l s t o f o r  

c u t t i n g  l i k e o u r  ances t o rs o n ce d i d.

Walking Bipedally: 
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A  st u d y  o n  t he B o n o b o ’s i n  t he w i l d  sh o w  t ha t t he B o n o b o ’s ca n w a l k  

b i p e da l l y. T h e y  w a l k  b i p e da l l y  f o r  25 %  o f  t he t i m e  i n  w h i c h  t he y  spen d o n  t he  

f o r es t f l o o r. T h e  B o n o b o  stan ds e ve r y  s i m i l a r  t o o u r  ances t o rs o n ce d i d, t h o u g h t  

t he y  d o  n o t  sta n d q u i t e as u p r i g h t. 

Communication:

T h e y  ca n c o m m u n i c a t e w i t h  eac h o t he r  w i t h  a h i g h  p i t c he d v o i ce, t he B o n o b o  

a ls o use ges t u res t o c o m m u n i c a t e. S t u d i es ca r r i e d  o u t  be t w ee n 1 3  B o n o b o ’s an d  

3 1  C h i m p a n zee’s, c o m p a r i n g  t he g r o u ps w i t h  t he sa me 3 1  m a n ua l  ges t u r es an d  

1 8  f a c i a l/v o ca l  s i g na l s, r e v i e l e d t ha t t he B o n o b o ’s sh o w e d  g r ea te r f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  

t h i s re ga r d  t ha n c h i m p a n zees an d  w e r e t he o n l y  spec ies i n  w h i c h  m u l t i m o d a l  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  (com b i na t i o ns o f  ges t u r es an d f a c i a l/v o ca l  s i g na l s) ad de d t o  

be ha v i o u r a l  i m p a c t  o n  t he r ec i p i e n t. T h i s i s a v e r y  s i m i l a r  w a y  i n  w h i c h  w e  

c o m m u n i c a t e a m o u n g  eac h o t he r.

I n  t he Sa l o n ga N a t i o na l  Pa r k  i n  t he D o m o c r a t i c  R e p. O f  t he C o n g o  t he B o n o b o  

spec ies a re st u d i e d  an d st i m u l a t e d. H e r e a f e ma l e B o n o b o  ca l l e d  Pan b i n i s ha i s  

st u d i e d, an d has re v i e l e d  t ha t she has t he ab i l i t y  t o u n de rs ta n d l e x i g r a ms  

(geo me t r i c  s y m b o l s) f o r  p l a ces an d t h i n gs. S he ca n a ls o re p r o d u ce t heses  

s y m b o l s t o c o m m u n i c a t e w i t h  h u m a ns i n  t he i ns t i t u t e b y  us i n g  c ha l k  o r  o n  t he  

f o r es t f l o o r. 

Conclusion: 

T h e  B o n o b os a re v e r y  i n t e res t i n g  an i m a l s w h i c h  ha v e a st i c k i n g  

r ese m b l a n ce t o h u m a n  k i n d. T h e y  stan d, w a l k  an d  c o m m u n i ca te w i t h  g r ea t  
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l i k e ness t o o u r  h u m a n  an ces t o rs. T h e y  a ls o c r ea te an d  use t o o l s w h i c h  are  

a l m os t e xa c t l y  l i k e o u r  ances t o rs o n ce d i d. 
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